
March 13-19, 2016 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Reflections for the Week   
The study of inspired scripture is the chief 

way of finding our duty.—St. Basil the Great 

Mass Intentions:  
       March 11-17,  2016 (Fri-Thurs.) 
Fri.    Maria Navarro (Rest in Peace)          12:10pm               
Sat    Msg. Fred Bitanga (Rest in Peace)    4:15pm                
Sun   Mary Carberry (1st Anniv. RIP)          9:30am                
Sun.  Amy Ann Morris (God’s Healing)       11:30am 
Mon.  Richard Medina Wilson (RIP)            12:10pm 
Tues.  Elizabeth Wilson (Healing)               12:10pm               
Weds. Vera Gormley (Rest In Peace)         12:10pm              
Thurs. Kathleen Langan  (Rest in Peace)   12:10pm   

 
Give the gift of a Mass Intention ~Life Blessings, RIP,                                         

        Anniversary, Happy Birthday!       Contact the office.   
  

Please pray for the healing of  
Our parishioners and  extended family: 

 
 Fr. Tom Burns, Msgr. Labib Kaboti, Fr. Bill Brady, 
Msgr. Mickey McCormick (former Pastors at SJOG)  
Pat Hoffman, Maureen and Don Francis, Mary Dunn, 
Mike Marty, Patrick Lee, Judy and Charlie Liteky, Jim 
and Nancy McDonald , Josephine Small,, Teresa  
Hyatt,  Dorla Gross, Dalia & Estela Becerra and all our 
members who reside in  assisted   living and   care  
facilities.   
        At St. John of God, we all meet each other  
                  with compassion and respect.  
 
 

                          Today’s Readings 
First Reading — The LORD does something new 
for the chosen people (Isaiah 43:16-21)  
or Ezekiel 37:12-14. 
Psalm — The Lord has done great things for us; we 
are filled with joy (Psalm 126) or Psalm 130. 
Second Reading — The supreme good is knowing 
Jesus as Lord (Philippians 3:8-14) 
 or Romans 8:8-11. 
Gospel — A woman caught in the act of adultery is 
brought to Jesus. He challenges anyone without sin 
to throw the first stone (John 8:1-11)  
or John 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45].  

                   Readings this Week 
 

Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 [41c-
 62]; Ps 23:1-6; Jn 8:12-20 (or Jn 8:1-11  
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-21;  
 Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52-56;  
 Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday: Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-9: Jn 8:51-59 
Friday: Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-5, 27, 
 29; Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-
 21, 24a or  Lk 2:41-51a 
Sunday: Lk 19:28-40 (procession); 
 Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24;  
 Phil 2:6-11; Lk 22:14 — 23:56 [23:1-49] 

       Saints and Special Observances 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Sunday: Fifth Sunday of Lent;  
 Daylight Saving Time begins 
Monday: Julian Calendar Lent begins 
Thursday: St. Patrick 
Friday: St. Cyril of Jerusalem; Abstinence 
Saturday: St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed 
 Virgin Mary; Spring begins 

The Saint John of God Prayer           
Dear God, through the intercession  

of St. John of God,  
patron of the poor and the sick,  

grant me the grace this day  
to greet every person that I  
meet  with understanding   

and  compassion. 
Reveal to me their needs and give me the means 
and inspire in my heart the humility and generosity 
of St. John so that I might be to them  revelation of 

Christ’s love. Amen 
~Fr. Tom Seagrave 

 
Father Tom passed away peacefully on December 18, 2015. 

He was born in San Francisco April 30, 1942. 
Pastor at St. John of God  

Joe
Click here

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/031316-fifth-sunday-lent-scrutinies.cfm


 

 

 

 

PLEASE COME JOIN US! 
Bring a Friend ~ or two! 

Sundays after 9:30 and 11:30 mass  
coffee, pastry and friendship 

  Deep River:   Praying the Spirituals 
Rev. Ann Jefferson 
Director of Community Life and Spiritual Care, 
Pacific School of Religion; 
Associate Pastor of Worship and Liturgy, 
City of Refuge United Church of Christ, Oakland 
Saturday, March 12, 2016 
10:00 AM to 12:30 PM 
(continental breakfast at 9:30 AM) 
Ben’s Room, 340 Irving 
(entrance on Irving Street side of building) 
 Informational Flyers in the back of the church 

Community Meetings and Collections 
Sanctuary Meeting:  Sunday,  3/13/16  11am Rectory 
Finance Committee Mtg: Tuesday 3/15/16 7PM Kitchen 

Lent & Easter 2016:  
          PLEASE JOIN US!  YOU ARE WELCOME HERE! 
                                   " A Holy Vigil " 
 

Holy Thursday March 24   Soup Supper at 6 PM 
  Mass at  7:30pm 

Good Friday March 25 The Lords Passion 
      12:10 and 7:30pm 

Great Vigil during the Holy Night of Easter March26 
8:30pm 

Easter  Sunday March 27 

Lights and Shadows 
Words are truly not enough to say how much 
people mean to you. Now that I am about to 
leave and minister back home, let me tell you 
how much I love you and the Parish as well. 
The community of St. John of God is something 
I can genuinely be proud of. The myth around 
the labels and wrong notions about you were all 
debunked by my experience of and with you.  
It is such a tender and embracing Church. 
As I have told you, God gave me my wish of 
remaining with you forever. Two years with you 
has been my forever. 
In a few weeks we will observe Easter. I will 
have a new mission in life. You will have a new 
pastor. Things can be challenging. The transi-
tion may be difficult. But a lot of the mysterious 
work will come from God. 
 
I recall an old man who told me one lesson in 
life I can never forget. He was celebrating his 
96th birthday at that time. With a lot of curiosity, 
I asked him what his secret of a long lifetime 
was. His candid response was refreshing:  
  
       " I am not afraid of tomorrow.  
      Tomorrow is still far away and  
           God is already there. " 
 
This is what is in store for us. God will lead the 
way and He will be our guide.  
Thank you for all the love and support.  
My love for you will be endless as well.  
The mind remembers, the heart never forgets.  
May God be with you. ~ Fr. Norman Vitug 
 
It is with a heavy heart to say our wonderful Pas-
tor, Fr. Norman Vitug has been reassigned to a 
parish in the Philippines.  The Philippines is in 
dire need of priests, due to retirements and tran-
sition, so his home Dioceses has called him 
home. 
He has been the Pastor at SJOG for almost 2 
years and has brought so much goodness to 
our community.  There will be a Reception to 
say Good-bye and Thank you to him on  
SATURDAY MARCH 26TH AT 6:30-8:00pm.   
The Easter Vigil will be following, held in the 
Chapel at 8:30pm. 
Lite finger food, cookies, will be provided.  
Please RSVP to the office. 

Year of Mercy: Laudato Si'/Green Team Initiative 
In this Year of Mercy, the Archdiocese of San Francisco 
is working to strengthen the practice for caring for 
creation in our parishes, in keeping with the encyclical, 
Laudato Si', On Care for Our Common Home.  The 
Archdiocese is encouraging parishes, that have not 
done so yet, to form a parish Green Team/Care for 
Creation Team.  The first Archdiocese Green Team 
orientation/training will take place at: 
St. Anne's Parish on the morning of April 23rd.  There 
will be 3 concurrent half day workshops, so parishes are 
asked to send 2 or 3 representatives.  Please contact 
parish office if you are interested in attending. 

Exterior Hall Painting  
The Parish Council requested that we begin a fund drive 
to paint the exterior of the hall.  Parishioners may contrib-
ute by writing "exterior hall painting"  in the memo line of 
your donation check.  If you wish to contribute cash, 
please put it in an envelope marked "exterior hall paint-
ing".  If you have any questions please contact Rich Lang 
at     r_lang@pacbell.net 



  BE MERCIFUL AS YOUR GOD IN HEAVEN IS MERCIFUL                                                                                                             
                                                                                                           Luke 6: 36    St. John of God Collins Hall 

1290 Fifth Avenue  San Francisco, CA 94122   Two On-going Scripture Studies Two Thursday Evenings 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm    APRIL 7, 2016 THE WOMEN SAT OPPOSITE THE TOMB THE RESURRECTION ACCOUNTS ACCORDING TO MATTHEW WITH SPECIAL ATTENTION TO THE DECEMBER 10, 2015 VATICAN DOCUMENT CONCERNING JEWS AND CATHOLICS   MAY 5, 2016 THE PENTECOST EVENT AS ON-GOING EVENT EVEN IN OUR TIME RECONSIDERING PENTECOST AS THE CENTRAL EVENT OF LUKE / ACTS OF APOSTLES INTERFAITH ECUMENISM AS SIGN OF THE SPIRIT’S OUT-POURING IN OUR TIME     The Interfaith Peace Project Thomas P. Bonacci, C.P. 640 Bailey Road #301 Pittsburg, CA  94565 
 (925) 787-9279 peace@thomaspbonacci.net interfaithpeaceproject.org  



Deep River: Praying the Spirituals   Rev. Ann Jefferson 
Director of Community Life and Spiritual Care, Pacific School of Religion; Associate Pastor of Worship and Liturgy, City of Refuge United Church of Christ, Oakland   Saturday, March 12, 2016 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM (continental breakfast at 9:30 AM)   Ben’s Room, 340 Irving (entrance on Irving Street side of building)   

The practice of Lectio Divina has a long and rich history as a Christian devotional practice designed to enliven the Word and words of God in our hearts and daily living.  In similar manner, African-American Spirituals hold the history and power of life-affirming transformation in word and sound.  In this workshop, Rev. Ann Jefferson will lead the group in exploring a fusion of the ancient practice of Lectio Divina using the Spirituals as the sacred text.  Participants will have the opportunity to delve into the richness of both traditions to discover a fresh way of building our faith and practice for our contemporary settings.  The hope is that this will also provide a way to deepen each participant's own Lenten Journey. Singing experience is welcomed, but not required.  The only "requirement" is to come with an open and listening heart.   



SPEAKER BIOGRAPHY  Rev. Ann Jefferson, a 34-year resident of the Bay Area, currently works as Director of Community Life and Spiritual Care at Pacific School of Religion (PSR) in Berkeley, CA. Beyond PSR, Ann serves as Associate Pastor of Worship & Liturgy at City of Refuge United Church of Christ in Oakland and has been a musician and music director of several congregations throughout the region.  Rev. Jefferson enjoys working with circles of learning and leadership to inspire hearts toward greater spiritual reflection and transformative action.  She is also passionate about preaching and creating sacred liturgies and liturgical items customized for a variety of congregational, family, and community settings. It is her goal to engage in more of this creative work through her own venture, Rhythms of Grace Creations, and in October of 2012 and May 2013, she realized her dream to conduct a concert of her own sacred compositions and arrangements.  She brings 30+ years of experience to her study and teaching of the history of African-American sacred music. A key planner of the African-American hymn festival for the Hymn Society of the United States and Canada conference held in Berkeley in 2008 and a recipient of a 2010 Heritage Keepers= Award from the Friends of the Negro Spirituals, Ann has taught 
numerous seminars in this subject area.  These include several PSR short courses and presentations in collaboration with the Center for Arts and Religion in Education (CARE) of the Graduate Theological Union; a seminar on African-American women hymn and gospel pioneers at the 2010 conference of the Hymn Society; Gospel music as well as a contemplative practice workshop utilizing the Spirituals at Zephyr Point, Lake Tahoe; and a presentation in last year=s Jazz Center Series taught by Linda Tillery.   




